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 Dear Seva Family, 

 

In this edition of the school newsletter, we reflect 
back on the joyous Vaisakhi celebrations from 
April 1st in school.  We hope you all managed to 
mark the 13th April virtually with family and 
friends!  Thanks to Mani in year 11 for a very 
thought provoking article contained within this 
newsletter about the kirpan. 

 

THANK YOU for all parents who have given un-
believably generous donations to our Just Giving 
page (we have so far raised £1211 for new reading 
resources; this is amazing!). Another £333 was 
collected in coins on Friday.  We will ensure this funding is used wisely to in-
spire and engage all students and when we’ve spent it, tell you what it was spent 
on. 

 

Now we are in the summer term, we are switching breaktime hot chocolate to 
milkshake and adding hash browns to our breaktime snacks.  Just a gentle re-
minder that we are a cashless school and your child’s Parent Pay account must 
be in credit for any purchases to be made.  Do remember also that money in 
your basket must be assigned to specific items (for example, dinner money or 
the school coach service) to be able to be used.  If there is no credit, purchases 
cannot be made, so please do keep on top of this. 

 

Thanks to all of you who are ensuring your secondary school child(ren) are do-
ing Lateral Flow Tests bi-weekly.  However, we have been told by Public 
Health England that as a school, we have a low number of test outcomes being 
reported on the GOV.UK website ( https://test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/
report-result/registering-for ) - please could you record the outcomes by log-
ging onto this site?  Thanks in advance: this helps us make sure all community 
members are kept safe.  Please remember, LFT are to be used ONLY for people 
without Covid symptoms; if you have the symptoms, you must instead go for a 
PCR test at a local centre. 

 

Wishing you all a brilliant week ahead, 

Jo Donnellan 

Principal 
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 IF ANYBODY IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD IS EXPERIENCING: 

• A HIGH TEMPERATURE 

• A NEW CONTINUOUS COUGH 

• A LOSS (OR CHANGE) TO YOUR SENSE OF SMELL OR TASTE 

 

NO HOUSEHOLD MEMBER SHOULD COME INTO 
SCHOOL 

 

GET A PCR TEST FOR THE PERSON / PEOPLE EX-
PERIENCING SYMPTOMS ASAP 

 

THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE SYMPTOMS SHOULD 
DO A LATERAL FLOW TEST 

 
…………………………………………………………………….. 

 
ALL SECONDARY PUPILS HAVE BEEN ASKED TO 

DO A LATERAL FLOW TEST TWICE A WEEK—
PLEASE ENSURE THIS IS DONE AND THAT THE 
OUTCOME IS RECORDED ON THE GOVERNMENT 

SITE  
 

https://test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/report-result/registering-for 

…………………………………………………………………….. 
 

PARENTS: PLEASE WEAR MASKS ON THE SCHOOL SITE AND 
AVOID CHATTING TO OTHERS—LETS ACT AS THOUGH ALL 

OTHERS HAVE COVID!  PLEASE HAND SANITISE IF COMING IN-
TO THE BUILDING. 

COVID REMINDERS 
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HAPPY VAISAKHI 

Thank you to Mr and Mrs Rai for gifting Seva with 

this Khanda decorated piece of art. 

In SEVA Studies, Class 2S have designed these Vaisakhi cards for 
their families. 

Happy Vaisakhi from our student faith leads, 

Mrs P Kaur (Faith Lead) and Ms Donnellan. 
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NISHAN SAHIB SEVA 

The student faith 

leaders conduct-

ed Nishan Sahib 

Seva (changing 

of the flag mate-

rial) as part of 

the Vaisakhi cele-

brations 
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HAPPY VAISAKHI 
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VAISAKHI YEAR 5A 

Class 5A were thinking about what the Saint and Soldier identity of a Khalsa 
would look like. We brainstormed ideas and created artwork to show this iden-
tity. We composed an acrostic poem to describe the virtues of a Khalsa. We 
hope you enjoy looking at some of our fabulous work.  
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VAISAKHI DEBATE 

Article by Mani in year 11 

To celebrate Vaisakhi our form had a debate on ‘Is the Sword an article of faith or a weapon?’ 

I am a student faith leader and I gave a general introduction about the Kirpan and the significance 

of 1699 and the Khalsa. After the brief introduction, the class watched a video from ‘Basics of Sikhi’ 

about the kirpan from Speaker’s Corner in Hyde Street and later questions were asked to groups in 

the class. Our form tutor Ms Gabriel showed us various news articles and case studies on how 

modern day society views swords and knives. We also looked at the Coventry Knife Angel and the 

knife amnesty conducted by the Metropolitan Police. We discussed the distinction between the kir-

pan being an article of faith and as an article used to commit crime. We also explored the U.K. 

government’s passing of an amendment to a law that enabled Sikhs in the country to carry kirpans 

and to use it during religious and cultural functions. The questions we discussed in groups were as 

follows: 

Should the kirpan still be worn today? 

How do non-sikhs see the kirpan? 

Why was the kirpan important in 1699? 

I have summarized the feedback given by all groups: 

Arguments for “should the kirpan still be worn today?” were that Sikh-

ism is a recent religion compared to the likes of Christianity so most 

ordinary civilians may not know of the existence of Sikhs and therefore 

shouldn’t be allowed the Kirpan, due to a lack of understanding of the 

religion. Most people interpret the Kirpan as a knife which has negative 

connotations in itself as most people do not understand the difference between a sword and a kir-

pan. The kirpan for Sikhs is a from of discipline and a form of identity for them. It can also be in-

terpreted as being a symbol of justice and equality. 

Arguments proposed for “why was the kirpan important in 1699?” were that the Khanda includes a 

double edged-sword symbolising equality for Sikhs. It also shows that the tenth Guru formed the 

Khalsa to promote equality for all.  The kirpan is used to fight and ward off evil. There is a story 

about when people asked the Guru for aid from terrible people and the Guru gave them the kirpan 

for protection rather than relying on the khalsa. This is symbolic of the fact that the kirpan protects 

you from evil doers. The kirpan can be interpreted as being the as sword from the knights at the 

round table showing truth and justice and the chivalric code, just like the Khalsa. Taking the initia-

tion of Amrit imbues you with a connection with God showing trust to wear the Kirpan. 

Discussions explored for “how do non-Sikhs see the kirpan?” identified the Kirpan as a sword which 

is a symbol of Christendom in the play ‘Macbeth.’ Some people may identify the Kirpan as a holy 

sword like Excalibur whilst others may deem it as a weapon which shouldn’t be allowed. However, 

in Britain there are laws that have legalized the wearing of the Kirpan, as Sikhs are trustworthy 

and do not use the Kirpan as a weapon to hurt innocent civilians. This implies people don’t see the 

Kirpan as a weapon but as a necessary protection.  

 

We discussed the importance of 
the Khanda in our debate. 
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VAISAKHI EDUCATION 

Our very lovely Jasleen in year 7 appeared on NEWSROUND in the holidays to 
teach others how Sikh children celebrate Vaisakhi and what they enjoy most about 
the celebrations; what a fabulous ambassador Jasleen continues to be for Seva 
School!  The clip can be seen using this link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/
newsround/43737417  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jasleen is also the reason why year 7 and 8 were successful in having their 
lunchtime switched to an earlier slot!  Unfortunately, due to Covid, we have to 
stagger lunchtimes and year 7 and 8 have been eating at the very late time of 
1:40pm.  Jasleen came to see me on Monday last week with a petition asking for 
me to re-consider this and move their slot to 1:00pm.  As this was done so politely 
and professionally, their request was granted!  BRITSH VALUES in action: democ-
racy!!  Superb. 
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SEVA NOMINATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Donnellan nominates 
Laila in year 7 — for offering 
to buddy up with a new year 7 
student in September to sup-
port them to settle into their 
new school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Hall nominates Freya in 4A 
for excellence in writing, she has 
transformed her attitude to 
learning and her presentation is 
amazing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Dosanjh nominates 
Jasleen in RS - as she is al-
ways the first to help in every 
situation. She is a kind friend 
and has a heart of gold.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Woodward nominates Harn-
eesh - 1S for Aspirations.  She 
has a fantastic attitude toward 
learning and always wants to im-
prove.  If she makes an error, she 
fixes it and tells me that her 
"brain has grown"(!!). 

Service Excellence 

Virtues Aspiration 
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ANTI-BULLYING BULLETIN 

Kindness is a Seva School virtue and something we encourage 

all community members to  model at all times –here are some 

ideas of how we can show kindness: 
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SEVA VIRTUES 
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NUMBOTS STAR OF THE WEEK 

Jasleen C from 2S has been online in the last 7 days in my class. So I 
would like to nominate her for this week. In Class 2A, I would like to 
nominate Navraj Lall who has earned 32958 coins. In terms of Numbots, 
I will promote this more as Year 2 are using TTRockstars more now. 
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TTRS MATHS ROCKSTAR OF THE WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Amrit T in year 5 is this week’s ROCKSTAR - With a whop-
ping 231,063 points! 
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YEAR 8 SETTIMANA ITALIANA! 

Excellent cooking from year 

8! They made some deli-

cious pizzas from scratch—

BRAVO!  A big GRAZIE to  

Mrs McKenzie :-) 
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SECONDARY ENGLISH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each week, students will be introduced to a new 

word, its meaning, its etymology (history) and how to 

use it in a sentence. Please use this word with your 

child and encourage them to think of any other words 

be-ginning with the prefix ‘tran’. 
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PROBLEM OF THE WEEK KS1 & KS2 

KEY STAGE 1 

KEY STAGE 2 
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YEAR 8 ENGLISH 

QUASIMODO 

Quasimodo the musical pigeon, 

waddling to the gramophone joyfully, 

pouting chest, eyes half closed, purring softly to himself. 

 

But when the Waltz and military march comes on, 

Bowing, twisting and cooing tremulously, 

He’s over the moon! 

 

Inflating his chest, stamping up and down the room, 

He was feeling like he was on top of the world. 

 

Unfortunately, that all changed completely. 

But why? 

Quasimodo the sulking pigeon 

Sits on the cushion, with a glossy, white egg, 

Embittered, weak, silent and moody.  

 

Laid another egg and became worse. 

No more happiness over music, 

But wilder over humans. 

 

She sat in the olive tree weak, 

Whilst she sat there admiring him.  

This term year 8 have been working on poetry. They read a short excerpt from 
Gerald Durrell’s ‘My Family and Other Animals.’ They then transformed his an-
ecdote into a poem. Here is an example of a poem by Khushmeet B in year 8. 
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CARNEGIE BOOK SHADOWING GROUP 

This week the group listened to Joseph Coelho reading ex-
cerpts from his novel, a story told in verse. He also led a 
tutorial on how to write rondel poems.  Here are a few 
comments from the year 7s about the book cover.  

“The front cover is intriguing and confusing. The games console that  

the girl is clutching could be a metaphor as she may be controlled by 

someone else” (Arjun D) 

“The readers feel curious when we see the cover but we feel con-

fused and wonder why her hair is upright and there is a halo around her (Dev A) 

This book looks captivating – “I’ve never read a book told in poetry or verse. I would like to 

choose this book to shadow.” (Raman) 

 “I liked the book cover as the girl appears to be clutching a book console. I predict that she 

may be a gamer.” (Annanya) 

“Daphne could be a regular girl who loves gaming, but she may be a victim as she looks up-

set in the picture. Playing the game could be a relief and escape for her.   (Raman) 

“Don’t judge a book by it’s cover – but I also do the opposite- I am intrigued by the way in 
which the girl is positioned in the picture.  (Kataar) 

Students completed the first weekly challenge set by Manjeet Mann, shortlisted writer  

Of ‘Run Rebel,’ who explained the concept of free writing. Students then wrote  

their own free verse poem in four minutes. This was produced by Dev A. in year 7: 

In 2020 

I sat in my room 

playing fortnite 

socially distancing. 

Staying inside all day 

Looking out of the window, 

at the flourishing flowers, 

the emerald grass that was luring me 

to take one step outside. 

While temptation danced in my heart. 
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PARENTS’ EVENING INFORMATION 

If you experience any problems signing in this is most 

likely due to us not having your most up to date contact 

details in our system. Contact the school office 

school.office@seva.coventry.sch.uk to amend your in-

formation. 

Information on how to book your appointments are on 

the next pages. 

Year Date Time Booking  

Status 

Year 11 Monday 10th 

May 

16:30—19:30 Opens soon 

https://www.facebook.com/sevaschoolcov/
https://www.instagram.com/seva_school_/
https://twitter.com/SevaSchool?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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PARENTS’ GUIDE FOR BOOKING APPOINTMENTS 

Click on this link to access booking form: https://seva.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 
 

 

 

STEP 1: LOGIN 

Fill out the details on the page then click the Log In but-

ton. 

A confirmation of your appointments will be sent to the 

email address you provide. 

 

STEP 2: SELECT PARENTS' EVENING 

Click on the date you wish to book. 

Unable to make all of the dates listed? Click I'm unable to 

attend. 

 

STEP 3: SELECT BOOKING MODE 

Choose Automatic if you'd like the system to suggest the 

shortest possible appointment schedule based on the 

times you're available to attend. To pick the times to 

book with each teacher, choose Manual. Then press Next. 

We recommend choosing the automatic booking mode 
when browsing on a mobile device. 

 

STEP 4: CHOOSE TEACHERS 

If you chose the automatic booking mode, drag 

the sliders at the top of the screen to indicate the 

earliest and latest you can attend. 

Select the teachers you’d like to book appoint-

ments with. A green tick indicates they’re selected. 

To de-select, click on their name. 
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PARENTS’ GUIDE FOR BOOKING APPOINTMENTS 

 

 

STEP 5A (AUTOMATIC): BOOK APPOINTMENTS 

If you chose the automatic booking mode, you'll see pro-

visional appointments which are held for 2 minutes. To 

keep them, choose Accept at the bottom left. 

If it wasn’t possible to book every selected teacher dur-
ing the times you are able to attend, you can either ad-
just the teachers you wish to meet with and try again, or 
switch to manual booking mode (Step 5b). 

 

STEP 5B (MANUAL): BOOK APPOINTMENTS 

Click any of the green cells to make an appointment. 

Blue cells signify where you already have an appoint-

ment. Grey cells are unavailable. 

To change an appointment, delete the original by hover-

ing over the blue box and clicking Delete. Then choose 

an alternate time. 

You can optionally leave a message for the teacher to 

say what you’d like to discuss, or raise anything before-

hand. 

Once you’re finished booking all appointments, at the top 

of the page in the alert box, press click here to finish the 

 

STEP 6: FINISHED 

All your bookings now appear on the My Bookings page. 

An email confirmation has been sent and you can also 

print appointments by pressing Print. Click Subscribe to 

Calendar to add these and any future bookings to your 

calendar. 

To change your appointments, click on Amend Bookings. 
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SUNSCREEN AND SUN SAFETY 

SUN SAFETY TIPS 

Spend time in the shade when the sun is strongest. In the UK, this is between 
11am and 3pm from March to October. 

Make sure you: 

• spend time in the shade between 11am and 3pm 

• make sure you never burn 

• cover up with suitable clothing and sunglasses 

• take extra care with children 

use at least factor 30 sunscreen 

WHAT FACTOR SUNSCREEN (SPF) SHOULD I USE? 

Do not rely on sunscreen alone to protect yourself from the sun. Wear suitable 
clothing and spend time in the shade when the sun's at its hottest.   

When buying sunscreen, the label should have: 

• a sun protection factor (SPF) of at least 30 to protect against UVB 

• at least 4-star UVA protection 
UVA protection can also be indicated by the letters "UVA" in a circle, which in-
dicates that it meets the EU standard. 

Make sure the sunscreen is not past its expiry date. Most sunscreens have a 
shelf life of 2 to 3 years. 

Do not spend any longer in the sun than you would without sunscreen. 

 

More Information on sun safety can be found on the following link: 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/sunscreen-and-sun-safety/ 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/sunscreen-and-sun-safety/
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